BERKELEY ACADEMY
FOR MULTICULTURAL STUDIES

August 8, 2018

“WELCOME BACK MESSAGE” FROM THE PRESIDENT & HEAD OF SCHOOL

Dear Berkeley Academy Parents, Students and Families:

I hope that this letter finds you re-energized and well! It is with great excitement and anticipation that I welcome
all of you back to school next week on Monday, August 13th at 7:45am to commence Berkeley Academy’s 2018-19
academic school year.

I am writing to let you know that 2018 is a special year for our school. It marks our 5th year anniversary of when
Berkeley Academy first opened its doors to its original 27 students in August 2013. We began our small school
with the grand vision and dream of sending our graduates to the world’s most prestigious universities and creating
a positive impact on our world. While many people did not think that this would possible, our team at Berkeley
Academy never doubted and never quit. We remained quiet and humble, and let our actions speak louder than our
words.

Today, Berkeley Academy alumni are currently students at the University of California, Berkeley, Brigham Young
University, University of British Columbia, McGill University, Georgetown University, Georgia Institute of
Technology, San Diego State University, University of California, Riverside, Goucher College (with an academic
and sports scholarship), University of Costa Rica, National University of Taiwan, Universidad de Navarra (Spain),
and Camila Jose Cela University (Spain). Our admissions list consists of top-tier schools such as the University
of California, Los Angeles, University of Washington, University of Virginia, and many, many more. Not only are
our graduates attending these incredible universities, they have received top awards from NASA in the field of
mechanical engineering, started non-profit educational organizations that support low-income and under-served
children, and dedicated a large part of their lives in service to their communities.

I can proudly say with confidence that, in regards to our graduates obtaining top-tier admissions and positively
impacting our world: mission accomplished.

Despite our great achievements, we will not remain complacent or satisfied and we will continue to work harder
than ever before to outperform our last 5 years. We will focus intently on making our next 5 years the greatest in
our already decorated story.

As you read the rest of this message, I attached some information for all of you to:
1) take a look back and reflect on our school’s wonderful history

2) information to focus on what is presently happening at school

3) what we have to look forward to in the very near future

Happy 5th Anniversary Berkeley Academy!

Peter J. Swing
President, Head of School
Berkeley Academy for Multicultural Studies
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Berkeley Academy begins its
first official academic day of -
classes.

Berkeley Academy debate team is

invited and competes in the Cal
Invitational in Berkeley, CA.

First generation Berkeley )
Academy seniors are admitted to
Purdue, UC Davis

Berkeley Academy elementary
implements Lexile Reading
Program

Berkeley Academy becomes the
only College Board International -
Institutional Member in Costa
Rica

Berkeley Academy elementary
student lexile scores out-perform
national U.S. lexile scores by 150
points.

Berkeley Academy high school
students rank # 1 in overall
standardize test-taking in all of
Central America (PSAT/SAT)

July 2013
Aug 2013
Sept 2013
Feb 2014
March 2014
Oct 2014
March 2015
Aug 2015
Dec 2015
March 2016

July 2016

Oct 2016

March 2017

June 2017

March 2018

Berkeley Academy Timeline

_Berkeley Academy is officially granted education licenses under the Costa
Rican Ministry of Education on July 4, 2013.

-Berkeley Academy establishes an MUN-Debate team, competes nationally with
international American schools and wins competitions.

Berkeley Academy adopts an element of the Challenge Success program at
Stanford University and abolishes homework in Elementary School Division.

First generation Berkeley Academy seniors admitted to UC Berkeley, UC San
Diego, and Georgia Institute of Technology

Second generation Berkeley Academy seniors admitted to University of
“Maryland at College Park (Computer Science Program), Reed College and
Purdue

Berkeley Academy high school students rank #1 in Central America in
" Advanced Placement (AP) examinations taken. Berkeley Academy elementary
student lexile scores out-perform national U.S. lexile scores by 150 points.

Third generation Berkeley Academy seniors admitted to Brigham Young
"(BYU), UCSD, Florida State, Hofstra, SFSU, SDSU, UC Davis, Academy of Arts

Fourth generation Berkeley Academy seniors admitted to UCLA, Georgia
_Tech, McGill, UBC, Georgetown, U Virginia, U Minnesota, UCSD, SDSU, U
Illinois, UC Davis, UC Riverside and Goucher College (on sports scholarship)
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“If children cannot
read proficiently

by the end of third
grade, they face
daunting hurdles to
success in school and
beyond. Third grade
marks a pivot point
in reading. In fourth
grade, students begin
encountering a wider
variety of texts.”

“..struggling readers
rarely catch up

with their peers
academically and
are four times more
likely to drop out of
high school, lowering
their earning power
as adults and possibly
costing society in
welfare and other
supports.”

Learning to Read, Reading
to Learn - 2015 White
Paper/Report by the
National School Boards
Association

Whether it your child’s first day of Pre-Kindergarten or their last
year of school (Grade 12), the first day of school is always hectic. At
Berkeley Academy, we have a wonderful method of kicking off our
academic year on a positive note. The very first week of school is called
“Student Orientation.” What happens during Student Orientation, you
ask? Take some time to read this important information!

STUDENT ORIENTATION ACTIVITIES

- Getting to know teachers, classmates, resources, our campus, and

most importantly ourselves. We cannot begin the year without first
identifying who will be the important pieces of your child’s school
experience. Who is my new mentor? Who are my new friends? What
resources can I utilize to enhance my learning development? How do I
fit into all of this? All of these questions will be answered through team
building activities and exercises in every class at Berkeley Academy.

- Knowing the school and classroom rules. Successful students need to
know what is expected from them at Berkeley Academy in a very clear
and concise manner as it relates to academics and conduct. We have
student-parent contracts to be read and signed.

- Initial assessment and evaluation. To define our goals and objectives,
we must first take our students and properly assess their skills and
evaluate their academic and behavioral capacity. We take an extra week
after Student Orientation to comprehensively document your child’s
academic levels in math, English language arts, speaking and writing.

- Defining our students’ goals. Successful students need to know their
goals clearly. At Berkeley Academy, we will set both academic and
personal goals during Student Orientation (after our initial assessment
and evaluation.
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“Incorporating exercise

and movement
throughout the
school day makes
students less fidgety
and more focused on
learning. Improving
on-task behavior and
reducing classroom
management
challenges are among
the most obvious
benefits of adding
physical activities to
the classroom.”

“Studies suggest
that regular physical
activity supports
healthy child
development by
improving memory,
concentration and
positive outlook.”

Marcus Conyers and
Donna Wilson, Brain-
based Teaching Program,
Nova Southeastern Univ.

LOOKING AHEAD

As a school that has prided itself with Project Based Learning
initiatives, Berkeley Academy has a few new and familiar projects that
we are excited about this semester.

PB.L. Initiatives and School Programs

- Lion’s Club Reading Program. Our students could not have achieved
their outstanding Lexile Reading Scores if it were not for Berkeley
Academy staff, faculty and parents working together to promote
independent reading in the classroom, at home and through the Lion’s
Club Reading Program. Our students are a testament of this program’s
success. This year, we want to raise the bar at 30 books per semester.

- Creative Movement, Art and Production P.B.L. We are excited to
implement a new creative-movement, art and production curriculum
in our Elementary Division. This P.B.L. will allow students to express
their creativity through performativity, art, dance, singing and music.
We have a wonderful announcement regarding which production we
ave chosen for this year. Stay tuned!

- Athletic Department Corporate Initiative. By utilizing our world-
class multicultural curriculum, college preparation and discipline,
in conjunction with a new elite sports program, Berkeley Academy
students will be equipped with the skills and characteristics that are
sought after by top-tier universities who grant athletic scholarships
abroad. Additionally, Berkeley Academy aspires to establish a
platform to support developing professional and scholar-athletes to
be properly represented in international professional sports leagues.
As a recognized brand in Costa Rica, Berkeley Academy is ready to
launch its first-ever corporate initiative to further develop its athletic
department.

- 4 or higher AP Curriculum. Our initiative is to not only pass the AP
examinations this year, but to pass them with the highest scoring
averages in the world. We have



BERKELEY ACADEMY
FOR MULTICULTURAL STUDIES

Please review the materials lists for all grades below. Please note that WE WILL NOT ACCEPT
SCHOOL SUPPLIES ON THE FIRST OR SECOND DAY OF SCHOOL.

Due to the various activities that will be conducted during the first two days of school,

Thursday, August 16th will be the first day teachers will receive materials from students and
families.

Important Dates:

Friday, August 10th @ 12:00pm - 6:00pm Uniform Fair
Friday, August 10th @ 4:30pm - 6:30pm Family Meet & Greet
Monday, August 13th @ 7:45am - 2:45pm - First day of school

Wednesday, August 15th - No School - Mother’s Day (CR)



BERKELEY ACADEMY
FOR MULTICULTURAL STUDIES

Lower Elementary Materials List 2018-19
Grades Pre-K through Grade 1

All students must submit these items to their primary instructors/homeroom teachers before
8:00am on Tuesday, August 21st.

To be verified and kept with student To be placed in teacher supply locker:
(Please label names on these items when possible):
O 4 dry-erase whiteboard markers

O 1 water bottle (J 2 Boxes of No. 2 pencils
(sent home each Friday to be cleaned) O 2 boxes of jumbo markers
O 1 pencil sharpener OJ 2 boxes of jumbo colored pencils
J 2 Erasers O 2 packages of white printer paper
[ 1 set of toothbrush and toothpaste in a case O 3 large glue sticks
O 2 plastic folders O 2 white liquid glue bottles
[ 1 pair of safe scissors O 1 package of colored construction paper
O 1 bottle of sunscreen O 1 package of paintbrushes
O 1 bottle mosquito repellent O 1 bottle of hand sanitizer
O 2 cursive writing books (Grade 1 only) O 1 bottle of liquid hand soap
O 1 pencil case (Grade 1 only) O 2 packs of baby wipes
O 1 ruler (Grade 1 only) O 1 roll of scotch tape
O 1 Notebook (for Spanish, Grade 1 only) O 1 roll of masking tape
J 1 apron (J 4 containers of Play-Doh
O 2 acrylic paints (Pre-K - blue and green; Kinder [J 1 box of tissues
- orange and red; Grade 1 - black and yellow). [ 4 rolls of toilet paper

O 1 bottle of shaving cream
O 1 package of post-its (Grade 1 only)

Student’s Name:

Grade:

Homeroom Teacher’s Signature: (All items verified and received)

Please note that the only items necessary to be brought to school during orientation week (Aug. 13-17) are:
J 1 water bottle (J 1 set of toothbrush and toothpaste in a case

O 2 boxes of jumbo markers

(J 2 boxes of jumbo colored pencils

WE WILL NOT ACCEPT SCHOOL SUPPLIES ON THE FIRST OR SECOND DAY OF SCHOOL.



BERKELEY ACADEMY
FOR MULTICULTURAL STUDIES

Upper Elementary Materials List 2018-19
Grades 2 through Grade 5

All students must submit these items to their primary instructors/homeroom teachers before
8:00am on Tuesday, August 21st.

To be verified and kept with student

(Please label names on these items when possible):

[J 1 pair of safe scissors
O 1 pencil sharpener
O 1 water bottle
(sent home each Friday to be cleaned)
[ 1 pencil case
O 1 ruler

O 4 Notebooks (for Spanish, writing/vocabulary,

science, social studies - minimum 50 pages)

O 1 Notebooks (for estudios sociales - minimum

25 pages)

[ 4 folders with pockets

(0 1 Eraser

[ 1 set of toothbrush and toothpaste in a case
[ 1 bottle of sunscreen

O 1 bottle mosquito repellent

O 2 acrylic paints (Grade 2 - brown and white;
Grade 3 - purple and white; Grade 4 - pink and

gray; Grade 5 - neon (any color) and light blue).

O 1 apron

Student’s Name:

To be placed in teacher supply locker:

O 8 dry-erase whiteboard markers

(J 2 Boxes of No. 2 pencils

[ 1 box of colored pencils

O 1 box of markers

[ 1 large glue stick

O 1 white liquid paper (white out)

O 2 packages of white printer paper

O 2 packages of construction paper

O 1 roll of scotch tape

O 1 bottle of hand sanitizer

O 2 packs of baby wipes

O 1 package of paintbrushes

O 1 bottle of liquid hand soap

O 1 box of tissues

[ 4 rolls of toilet paper

O 1 shaving cream (experiments, Grade 2 only)
O 1 pack of grid paper (Grades 4 and 5 only)

[ 2 packs of index cards (fichas) (Grades 4 and 5
only)

O 2 highlighters (Grades 4 and 5 only)

Grade:

Homeroom Teacher’s Signature:

(All items verified and received)

Please note that the only items necessary to be brought to school during orientation week (Aug. 13-17) are:
(J 1 set of toothbrush and toothpaste in a case

J 1 water bottle
O 2 boxes of jumbo markers
(J 2 boxes of jumbo colored pencils

WE WILL NOT ACCEPT SCHOOL SUPPLIES ON THE FIRST OR SECOND DAY OF SCHOOL.



BERKELEY ACADEMY
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Middle and High School Materials List 2018-19
Grades 6 through 12

All students must submit these items to their primary instructors/homeroom teachers before
8:00am on Tuesday, August 21st.

To be verified and kept with student: To be placed in teacher supply locker:
O 1 Graphing calculator (9th, 10th, 11th, 12th) O 8 Dry-erase whiteboard markers
O 1 Graphing book J 2 Binders (3-rings)

(0 1 Weekly planner O 2 packages of white printer paper
O 2 Notebooks O 2 Glue sticks

[ 1 box of colored pencils J 1 Box of pens (Blue or black)

O 3 Highlighters (different colors) 00 1 Box of No. 2 pencils

[ 1 Cursive writing book (6th, 7th, 8th) O 2 bottles of hand sanitizer

O 2 Erasers O 1 box of band aids

O 2 Pencil Sharpeners O 1 bottle mosquito repellent

0 1 Combination lock

J 1 blue, black or red tie (males only)

O 1 blue, black or red dress scarf (females only)
J 1 Costa Rican Map (6th, 7th, 11th)

0 1 U.S. Map (6th, 11th)

0 1 World Map (9th)

0 1 apron

Student’s Name:

Grade:

Homeroom Teacher’s Signature: (All items verified and received)
Please note that the only items necessary to be brought to school during orientation week (Aug. 13-17) are:
00 1 Weekly planner [J 1 Box of pens (Blue or black)

J 2 Notebooks [J 1 Box of No. 2 pencils

[J 1 box of colored pencils

WE WILL NOT ACCEPT SCHOOL SUPPLIES ON THE FIRST OR SECOND DAY OF SCHOOL.
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BERKELEY ACADEMY 2018-19 ACADEMIC CALENDAR

RED

NO SCHOOL/HOLIDAY JULY 2018 1 New Year's Day
GRN SCHOOL EVENT 2-11  Student Vacation
BLUE VACATION - NO SCHOOL 15 First Day of School
FREE DRESS DAY (2nd Semester/
3rd Quarter Begins)
2-31 Student Vacation 21 Dr. MLK Jr. Observance
4 Independence Day (US)
1 Summer School Begins
25 Summer School Ends
1-13  Student Vacation FEBRUARY 2019 18 Presidents Day (US)
10 Annual Meet & Greet 27 Parent-Teacher
13 First Day of School S M TIWITh | FIS Conferences
(1t Quarter Begins)/ 112
Student Orientation S|415]¢61718
15 Mother’s Day (CR) 10 (11|12 (13|14 (15|16
29 Back to School Night 17 19120 |21 22|23
24 | 25| 26 28
3 quor DO.yh(US) . SEPTEMBER 2018 ‘ MARCH 2019 ‘ 18-22 Mid-Term Exams
7 Dia Del Nino Celebration 22 (34 Quarter Ends)
14 Independence Day S M| T/ WiTh FES S|M|T|WI|Th|F]S *47 days of instruction
School Celebration (CR) 1]2 27 Grades Submission
17  Staff & Admin Day 2 4 | 5| 6 8 3|4 (5|6 |7 9
26 Parent-Teacher 9 [10]1112]13 15 10111213 |14(15|16
Conferences 16 1819 20|21 | 22 17|18 [ 19|20 | 21 23
23 | 24 | 25 27 | 28 | 29 24 | 25| 26 28 129 | 30
30 31
8-12  Mid-Term Exams OCTOBER 2018 ‘ APRIL 2019 ‘ 12 Juan Santamaria Day
12 (1st Quarter Ends) 5 h 3 5 h 3 15-19 Spring Break
* 41 days of instruction M|T | W|iTh F MIT|W|Th F 18-19 Easter Holiday
15 Indigenous Peoples’ 1[2]3]4]5]¢ 123 ]4]5]56 Observance
Day 7189|1011 13 7 189|101 13
17 Grades Submission 14 16 18119 | 20 14 20
31 Halloween Parade 21|22 |23 |24 |25 |26 |27 21|22 |23 |24 | 25|26 |27
& Dance
28 | 29 | 30 28 | 29 | 30
12 VeTercm_s Doy . NOVEMBER 2018 ‘ MAY 2019 1 Labor D_oy (CR)
22-23 Thanksgiving Holiday M T 1wl F 27 Memorial Day (US)
28 Parent-Teacher S S 29 Parent-Teacher
Conferences 1123 Conferences
10-14 Final Exams JUNE 2019 ‘ 10-14 Final Exams
14 End of 1st Semester/ 14 (4th Quarter Ends)
2nd Quarter *52 days of instruction
*41 days of instruction ! 17-28 Student Vacation
17-28 Student Vacation 26 Grades Submission
26 Grades Submission
24-25 Christmas Holiday
31 New Year's Eve

HONOR PRESTIGE EXCELLENCE

Go to www.berkeleycr.com/academics/academic-calendar for an electronic copy




